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EX-SHERIFF’S DEPUTY CHARGED 


D.A.: Alove triangle led to homicide 


2014 shooting by deputy originally was ruled 
justified before intimate relationship discovered 


By David Downey 
ddowney@scng.com 
@DavidDowneySCNG on Twitter 


In a case that authorities say 
involved a love triangle, a former 
Riverside County sheriff’s deputy 
has been indicted by a grand jury 
and arrested on suspicion of mur- 
der in a 2014 shooting death in 
Coachella that was earlier deter- 
mined to be justified, authorities 


said Friday. 

Riverside County District At- 
torney Mike Hestrin, speaking at 
a news conference, said former 
sheriff's Deputy Oscar Rodriguez 
was arrested Thursday. 

Rodriguez stands accused of 
killing, under the guise of his of- 
ficial capacity, Luis Carlos Morin 
Jr. on Jan. 27, 2014. Rodriguez, 
investigators later found, had an 
intimate relationship with Diana 


Rodriguez 


Perez — who was the mother of 
Morin’s children. 
Rodriguez’s attorney, Michael 
Rowlands, declined to comment. 
The stunning reversal follows 
the filing of a civil lawsuit by 


Morin’s family. The suit was set- 
tled last year for $6.95 million, 
one of the biggest payouts in re- 
cent memory to settle wrong- 
ful-death litigation against the 
county. 

According to court documents, 
Rodriguez was scheduled to be 
arraigned in court in Indio on 
Jan. 3. He was being held in lieu 
of $1 million bail. 

In response to a question, Hes- 
trin said the case does not indi- 
cate there is a pattern of officers 
abusing their authority within 
Riverside County’s largest law en- 


forcement agency. 

“This is an isolated case due 
to the actions of a rogue dep- 
uty,” he said. Hestrin said the 
case, however, does underscore 
the point that no one is above 
the law. 

“As the son of a law enforce- 
ment officer and a prosecutor 
for nearly 20 years, I know first- 
hand that the people who wear 
the badge are good people,” he 
said. 

“They love and protect this 
community each and every day 
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From left, Inland family members Akili Wells, Danyell Jones, Dennis Brown, Richard Brown, Frank Brown and Veronica Brown all 
have experience as railroad engineers, four of them with Metrolink. 


This Inland family didn’t engineer it this way, but trains, especially 
Metrolink’s, are in their blood — particularly when it comes to driving 


By Imran Ghori 
ighori@scng.com 
@ImranGhoril on Twitter 


f you’re on a Metrolink 

train in the Inland area, 

there’s a good chance 

that Veronica Brown — 
or a member of her family — 
is at the controls in the front 
cab. 

Brown, an engineer for the 
commuter rail service, has 
been with the agency since 
its creation 25 years ago. She 
drives on the 91/Perris Val- 
ley line, taking commuters 
five days a week on the first 
early-morning train from 
Perris to Los Angeles and 
then back home in the after- 
noon. 

The 48-year-old Riverside 
resident is one of four Metro- 


PHOTO BY ANDREW FOULK 
Veronica Brown, who has 29 years in the rail industry, sits in 
the cab of her Metrolink train. She typically works the route 
from South Perris to Los Angeles. 


link engineers in the fam- 
ily, along with her daughter, 
nephew and son-in-law. Her 
husband and brother-in-law, 
now retired, also were engi- 
neers. 

Brown and the family’s 
other engineers say it was 
more by happenstance than 
design that so many of them 
ended up in the same line of 
work. 

“T guess it’s like police,” 
her husband Frank Brown, 
61, said. “Once it’s in the 
family ... .” 

He and his brother, Den- 
nis Brown, a 62-year-old Riv- 
erside resident, both began 
working for the Santa Fe 
Railroad in the late 1970s. 
Their grandfather had been 
a train engineer as well in 
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RIVERSIDE 


River 
bottom 
fire raises 
questions 


Could such a blaze 
destroy downtown? 
‘It is a concern, 
councilman says 


By Jeff Horseman 
jhorseman@scng.com 
@JeffHorseman on Twitter 


It didn’t happen this time, but 
is it a real possibility? 

A fire starts in the dry Santa 
Ana River bottom just west of 
downtown Riverside. Pushed by 
strong winds, flying embers light 
palm trees and roofs and fuel 
an out-of-control inferno that 
quickly consumes homes and 
businesses on streets jammed 
with visitors to 
the annual Festi- 
val of Lights. 

Thanks to fire- 
fighters’ quick 
work, that sce- 
nario did not 
play out Thursday 
when a 50-acre 
river bottom fire 
broke out between Indian Hill 
Road and the Santa Ana River 
bike trail. 

But “it is a concern,” said Riv- 
erside Councilman Mike Gard- 
ner, who represents downtown. 

“Not just from the river bot- 
tom,” he said. “But also along 
the urban interface with wild- 
land areas along the hillsides ... 
because they are undeveloped ar- 
eas and depending on weather 
and prior fires (they) may be 
heavily vegetated ... There is al- 
ways a risk there.” 

Thursday’s fire was 70 percent 
contained as of Friday morning. 
The blaze forced some home 
evacuations and street closures, 
but no injuries. Only minor dam- 
age was reported. 

Still, fire embers floated as 
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ROCKET LAUNCH 


SpaceX spectacle impresses some, alienates others 


A REMARKABLE LIFE: DICK ENBERG, 1935-2017 


Oh, my ... heaven doesn't 


By Sandy Mazza 
amazza@scng.com 
@SandyMazza on Twitter 


SpaceX dazzled Californians 
far and wide with an alien-like 
light show shortly after sunset 
Friday. 

Orb-like clouds permeated 
with light shot across the sky, in- 
spiring commuters to pull off of 
freeways and stare. 

The clouds were caused by a 
Falcon 9 rocket launch from Van- 
denberg Air Force Base at 5:27 
p.m. The rocket’s exhaust plume 
was illuminated by the sun at 
high altitudes in extremely clear 
skies, making it visible for hun- 
dreds of miles. 
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Seen from Knott's Berry Farm in Buena Park, a SpaceX Falcon 9 


ROCKET » PAGES rocket launch Friday leaves glowing clouds over Southern California. 


have to wait 


By Tom Hoffarth 
thoffarth@scng.com 


No surprise that Dick Enberg, 
who died Thursday at age 82, 
left us with so much material — 
books, essays, plays, speeches, 
lectures and, of course, play- 
by-play calls preserved on au- 
dio and video. 

With all that, it’s a bit hum- 
bling to come across a simple 
email the legendary broad- 
caster sent me in September, 
now a keepsake, and serves as 
another example of how his 
pure joy and restless enthu- 
siasm for his professional life 


anymore 


always shined 
through, even 
as he was a 
year into his re- 
tirement from 
working for the 
San Diego Pa- 
dres: 
Subject: 


Catching up ... 

Tom, 

Couple things happening in 

y “graduation.” (I abhor the 
very thought of “retiring.”). I’m 
busier than EVER ... 

I’m writing a book on my re- 
lationship with my baseball 
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Lighting up a cool Yule 


See five amazing Christmas light 
displays in the area. LOCAL 1 


